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SUBJECT: MY TALK WITH AMBASSADOR PYOTR ABRASIMOV OF THE SOVIET UNION 

it TODAY I ATTENDED THE MEXICAN NATIONAL DAY RECEPTION. 

WHILE THERE, SOVIET AMBASSADOR TO THE GDR ABRASIMOV CAME TO ME FOR 
A TOAST, CALLING ON MINISTER-COUNSELOR GROMYKO TO INTERPRET. 

2. HE OPENED THE CONVERSATION BY SAAYING HIS MEETING WITH 
AMBASSADOR HILLENBRAND YESTERDAY HAD BEEN A GOOD MEETING, 

AMONG OTHER THINGS THEY HAD DISCUSSED WEST BERLIN, AND 
THEIR MEETING HAD BEEN CONDUCTED IN A VERY FRIENDLY 
ATMOSPHERE. 

3. HE THEN REMARKED THAT LATELY THERE HAD BEEN 
"MISUNDERSTANDINGS BETWEEN THE US AND THE SOVIET UNION," 

AND THAT THE COMING TALK BETWEEN SECRETARY KISSINGER AND 
FOREIGN MINISTER GROMYKO IN THE US WOULD BE HELPFUL. HE 
ALSO SAID THAT GROMYKO EXPECTED TO SEE PRESIDENT FORD 
AND THAT HE HOPED THE MEETING WOULD TAKE PLACE. HE WENT 
ON TO SAY THAT GDR FIRST SECRETARY HONECKER HAD TOLD HIM 
THAT DURING THEIR CONVERSATION IN HELSINKI, PRESIDENT 
FORD HAD TOLD HONECKER THAT I WAS HIS CLOSE FRIEND 

AND ENTITLED TO FULL TRUST. (I MENTION THIS AS 
HONECKER HAD MADE THE SAME STATEMENT WHEN I TALKED TO 
HIM AT THE LEIPZIG FAIR.) 

4. 1 SAID TO ABRASIMOV THAT AS WE HAD NOT SEEN EACH 
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OTHER FOR SOME TIME, I HOPED THAT WE WOULD MEET SOON FOR 
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A TALK. HE RESPONDED THAT IT WOULD BE GOOD FOR US TO MEET 
BEFORE THE GROMYKO-KISSINGER-AND HE HOPED FORD-TALKS 
IN THE US AND SUGGESTED THAT I CALL HIM AND COME TO THE 
SOVIET EMBASSY WHERE WE COULD SIT IN THEIR "OUTDOOR 
COURT." 

5. 1 WILL NOT ASK FOR AN APPOINTMENT BEFORE SUCH TALKS 
UNLESS ADVISED TO DO SO BY THE DEPARTMENT. IF ABRASIMOV 
ASKS TO SEE ME, HOWEVER, I EXPECT TO LISTEN TO HIS 
STATEMENTS, RATHER THAN VOLUNTEER. COOPER 
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